—cocobolo, goncaloatves andthe ebo-

THURSDAY, JULY 15, 1948

»

THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL PAGE SEVEN

Art Treas

& 5,Am

“Look at this beautiful thing!” ex-
claimed a summer visitor 1n a Berk-
shire gift shop as she picked up a
graceful rosewood bowl. “It’s stamp-
ed ‘Salisbury Artisans’ I wonder

1
what kind of a shop turns out things | 3

like this. . »
If the inguiring Wdy ever found
her way -to Washinee Street, Salis-

bury, she must have discovered a =
colorful answer to her question For
here, sprawled on the green hip of | ¥R

Mount Riga, 1s a bustling industry;
as individual as its products, as na-
tive as its setting.

Operating undeg the name of the
Salisbuﬁ'r Cutlery Handle Factory,
the shop in which the Salisbury
Artisans dotheir unique work is lit-
erally in the woods The several red
buildings, which look like remod-
eled barns, stand on the hillside
clearing which slopes above the rip-
pled surface of a little ﬁ’ond.

No newcomer, the Cutlery Handle
Factory was féunded in 1880 by one
Charles Keyworth of Sheffield, Eng-
land. In those days wood handles
were little used, and the Riga work-
men worked principally in bone,
ivory and horn. Here discriminating
buyers could ohtain the much prized
handles of genuine “stag”; ivory
handled table knives, or cléver cop-
ies of stag handles carved from the
shin bones of steer by specially
trained artisans who worked on
hand-operated machines.
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ously and as spontaneously quieted.
For the men in this mountain shop
are more than mere fellow workers.
‘They are close neighbors who have
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spects a new bowl just completed by Richie Parsons.
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ures Are Made in Mountain Factory
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a way of life, a rugged tradition, and
an untamed, unconquerable moun-
tain in common. The owner, too, is
no mere “small business man.” The
life of the factory is like a thread
woven in his family’s pattern. Its

continuance does not merely spell
personal success, but the livelihood
and well-being of the friends and
%4 | neighbors who are his co-wo'f'l.{ers.—-
3 Perhaps it is fancy, but it seems
possible, . that these factors added
4| luster and grace to the bowl in the
summer visitor’s hand . . . and made
her exclaim- “Look at this beautiful
92 | thing!”
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“The mnaturally gifted hands” . . .
Richie Parsons turning a Salisbury
Artisans bowl.
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4 " Less than a year ago Salisbury
B | Artisans was a fledgling branch of
the Cutlery Handle Industry Now,
with its retail shop and office housed
in a scarlet-trimmed building on
the factory grounds, it™is a going
concern with a dozen different prod-
ucts finding favor in specialty and
gift shops all over the country.

Hand-turned and hand-rubbed to
satin smoothness, its bowls are nam-
ed for roads and sections in the town
of Salisbury. Ore Hill, Lime Rock,
Mt. Riga, etc. A hand-made silver
ladle joins. a hand-turned ebony
handle for the heirloom treasure
named “White Hollow ” Delicately |
hollowed miniature rosewood salt.
cups with acorn spoons; smooth, ta-
pered ebony muddlers, chopping
bowls copied from the pride and joy
of a-French cuisiniere; peppermills;
Bavarian cutting boards for herbs
and cheeses . . . these are some of
the products already developed.

Like the tumbling waters of the

place, a sense of buoyancy. At any
moment the rosewood-scented air
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NO, there is no need to dig if you
have a clogged drain or sewer. Just
phone us and we will come fight
over with our ELECTRIC-EEL and
have it opened in a short time, This
mechanical tool goes right down
your droin,‘cleanlng it out, making
it as clean as a new one. Phone
us at the first indication of trouble.

ELECTRIC.

Rural New Yorker

for gardening, poultry, live-
stock, dairying and home-
making. R

3 years $1.00

. . . Philip Warner in-
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Warner, who has a deep love for the
latent beauty in wood, had always
been disturbed by the necessary dis-
regard for the grain pattern in the

cocobolo into graceful shapes re-
vealing the natural wine-rich color
and rippling grain.

Riga stream, Wachacastinook, which
feeds the lower pond, this little fac-
tory is never static, There is a feel-
ing of action and growth about the

A. LINCOLN TERRY
Southfield, Mass,
Phone Sheffield 3-23

“Mm‘-’mmm

DRAIN CLEANERS
NORFOLK, CONN.
Telé/phone Norfolk 200

of the factory, shrill with the whine
and whirr of saw and lathe, may be
rent by a wild, concerted shout or a

snatch of song, started spontane-

manufacture of knife handles. He
was delighted to give the waste to
people who would bring out its
beauty. Two years ago he hit on the
idea of advertising chunks and cut-

tings of rare hardwoods in Popular
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“CaMads of . . . hardwoods . .
Warner with a typical log of rosewoo
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antinuously, since its beginning,
the factory has been local; owned,
managed and manned by people of
the town. In 1884 it became the prop-
erty of a community syndicate which
included such locally familiar names
as Barnum and Richardson (Iron-
masters of Lime Rock in that wvil-
lage's mining heyday); Porter Bur-
rall, and Donald T. and Donald J
Warner, father and grandfather of
the present manager, Philip Warner.

Mr. Warner started his personal
connection with the shop in the ship-
ping department in 1916 In 1925 he
took ovgg. the management from
William#P, Everts who had held the
post from 1890.

This little industry must derive
some kind of indomitable vitality
from its native mountain, for it has
survived blows which would have
erased a less sturdy enterprise. In
1928 the entire original factory,
which was locatéed higher on the
mountain, was destroyed by fire. The
plant was moved to the turnifig shop
at lower pond, only to be again razed
by fire in 1935. The present remod-
eled farm buildings were first used
‘as emeérgency housing for the ma-
chinery but when found to be ade-
quate were retained as the perma-
nent factory.

By 1928 the fashion of bone and
horn handles had waned and, after

the fire,-Mr. Warner-determined--to-four;complete—ussortment. When he

manufacture only wooden handles.
Since these must be made of hard-
wood, the import of rosewood and
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nies was begun. .

Little by little the shop was jooled
to make handles swiftly and deftly
for all kinds of knives, from small
kitchen parers to carvers. Ingenious
devices were introduced, many of
them by men, whose fathers and
grandfathers were skilled handle-
makers in the samhe factory. Huge
carloads of the rare 'and beautiful
hardwoods were unloaded in the fac-

tory clearing, rolled .into the saws;- ‘hand. The netessary Fe-tooling could

cutsinto chunks and chopped and
beveled by machines into handles
for kitchen knives.

As the pile of handles grew, so
also did the pile of unused chunks.

Knife buyers coming fo place orders
would ask for pieces of rosewood or
ebony to take home to carve, Mr.
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= hit a stone wall;
Science Magagge. L\ . . s
* The response was amazing and led oo J A ft t dr ot k f th
to many interesting and piquant con- ’ er 00 m a.ng ln S rom e e ;
tacts with craftsmen all over the - - —-ond!
country. - . ® . ) 1
His car took fire- made a funera pure,
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¢S And he fried !
>Andnow hes Just a Iried eqq: .
\s’
. . ‘. : “ — f} -
2
o . 3 ”f“'
R «Wfﬁ" 'i-lbxsww"&wr
L. >
Funny? No!—Humpty Dumpty’s kind of death is only stupid—and criminal.
Look at the facts: Drinking drivers cause ‘one out of every five highway dedths,
When innocent victims perish, too, that’s manslaughter! It must be dealt with by strict
laws, strictly enforced.
Evén one or two drinks slow reactions, impair judgment, increase accident chances
:ﬁds t'llze pille o)J: handlfis %‘ewké,. . so three to four. times. .
id t ile of unused chunks” . . . o 1 - . o o e . N . . 9e 670 . ’ .
Claude Marks with a section of rose- Drinking and driving just don’t mix, If you drive, don't drink. If you drink, don’t drive,
~wood. Photo by HARDENBERGH ) .
“We got one letter from -a man in
the penitentiary,” Mr, Warner told
us. “He asked about our woods for -
carving and we packed him a box of
wrote to thank us, he asked what . .
breed of dog 1 préferred and two
weeks after I replied he sent me ’ @ :
this, . . " he gestured with his pipe . [
toward an exquisite carving of a red . < -
setter, perfect in every detail and
obviously the work of an artist. - .
“My prisoner friend tells me that
he can carve forty different breeds - o L — i e
of dogs,” Mr. Warner continued. T - . Contributed in the public interest by
From this association with artists . / 5 -
and craftsmen, it was only a short, N SPONSORED BY
step to the development of the Salis- N THIS ADVERTISEME. ) T _ls_' P )
bury Artisans department in the fac- ) ) = THE SALISBURY BANK AND TRUST CO. -t |
tory “itself. The material was at L . -~ " —HOUSE'OF HERBS - - - - -
be accomplished. Willard May from ® . - Ji C. R. BRASEE & CO.
Jackson, N. H, was the first to actu- s
dlly turn bowls in the shop. Then ] THE lAKEV“.I.E JOURNAL
gichie Parsons' took over the work. . - ‘ AND A GROUP OF FRIENDS
wzx;keiﬁn itzds;;hith: at:zi:Tal;y ‘ & THE l'quneY 'SAECNVEII(l:.EC?N c \
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urally gifted hands. required to ¢ N i COMM R ad *
change raw hunks of rosewood or : =




